
When the Nazis realized that the Allied troops were approaching, they decided they did not 
want to get caught and they also determined that they did not want to leave any evidence 
behind of their actions; therefore, in many camps, records were burned, buildings were 
blown up, and camps were evacuated.  In some cases, those in the camps were killed; this 
was done intentionally, eliminating anyone who was a victim of Nazi actions so those 
individuals could not be witnesses in trials and/or tell the world what transpired.  The 
action of killing in this context was called liquidation.  Below, read the italicized paragraph 
as well as the boxed area to examine an example of one of these orders. 
 

 

 



 
The evacuation of a camp often resulted in a death march.  This was a long, relentless 
march – often without food or water – to either another camp or to no specific location; the 
goal was to put as much distance as possible between the marchers and the Allied troops. 
 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 
From Echoes and Reflections 
 
 

Liberation of the victims of the Holocaust spanned almost one year as Allied troops came 
across concentration and extermination camps.  As best as they could, they provided food, 
clothing, shelter, and medicine to those who survived the Nazis’ atrocities.  Photographs 
and videos were also taken of the conditions and realities of the camps in order to provide 
permanent evidence of what occurred. 



 
Encountering the camps for the first time was often an experience that both shocked and 
horrified the Allied troops. 
 

 

 

 
From Facing History 
 


